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(3) the identification of demographics and
other relevant information associated with
neonatal abstinence syndrome.

SEC. 4. PAIN MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES.

It is the sense of Congress that the Direc-
tor of the National Institutes of Health
should continue research with respect to
pain management, including for women of
childbearing age.

SEC. 5. GAO STUDY.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General
of the United States shall conduct a study
evaluating—

(1) the availability and effectiveness of fed-
erally-facilitated substance abuse treatment
programs for pregnant women and their chil-
dren;

(2) the availability and effectiveness of
Federal programs that encourage State
adoption and implementation of programs to
ensure—

(A) the safety and health of mothers who
have a substance use disorder; and

(B) the safety and health of children with
neonatal abstinence syndrome;

(3) the effectiveness of Federal data sys-
tems and surveillance programs used to mon-
itor or track drug utilization and resulting
trends, including whether information on
neonatal abstinence syndrome is incor-
porated into such data systems; and

(4) the identification of the use of all dis-
cretionary funds to address maternal sub-
stance abuse, including the misuse and abuse
of prescription drugs.

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and
Mr. GRAHAM):

S. 2726. A bill to clarify the definition
of nonadmitted insurer under the Non-
admitted and Reinsurance Reform Act
of 2010, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today, I
introduce the Captive Insurers Clari-
fication Act. This simple, common-
sense legislation will clarify terms in-
cluded in the Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection Act
that stand to threaten the viability of
the captive insurance industry in
Vermont, South Carolina, and across
the country. I am glad to have Senator
Graham’s support in this effort.

Vermont is one of the leading on-
shore captive insurance domiciles in
the country, with over 1000 licensed
captive insurance companies. I have
heard from the captive industry in
Vermont, understandably concerned
that language included in the Dodd-
Frank Act may result in the double
taxation of captives that operate in
states where their headquarters are not
domiciled. The Nonadmitted and Rein-
surance Reform Act, NRRA, as in-
cluded in Dodd-Frank, intended to fa-
cilitate the proper collection and allo-
cation of self-procurement taxes. Cap-
tives are taxed and regulated in the
state in which they are domiciled, not
necessarily where their corporate head-
quarters are located. However, due to
the ambiguity of the NRRA, captive in-
surers are concerned that both the
state in which a captive is
headquartered, and the state in which
the captive is domiciled, may claim the
premium tax.

The Captive Insurers Clarification
Act would simply clarify that such
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companies were never intended to be
included under the Nonadmitted and
Reinsurance Reform Act. Applying the
NRRA to captives would eliminate the
specialized regulation of the captive in-
dustry that states like Vermont have
worked to cultivate.

This is commonsense legislation to
clarify the intention of Congress in
passing the Nonadmitted and Reinsur-
ance Reform Act, and I hope Members
of Congress will support its enactment.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and
Mr. WYDEN):

S. 2736. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to prevent iden-
tity theft related tax refund fraud, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Finance.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2736

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; ETC.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“Tax Refund Theft Prevention Act of
2014,

(b) AMENDMENT OF 1986 CODE.—Except as
otherwise expressly provided, whenever in
this Act an amendment or repeal is ex-
pressed in terms of an amendment to, or re-
peal of, a section or other provision, the ref-
erence shall be considered to be made to a
section or other provision of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986.

(c) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; etc.

Sec. 2. Safe harbor for de minimis errors on
information returns and payee
statements.

Internet platform for Form 1099 fil-
ings.

Requirement that electronically pre-
pared paper returns include
scannable code.

Single point of contact for identity
theft victims.

Criminal penalty for misappro-
priating taxpayer identity in
connection with tax fraud.

Extend Internal Revenue Service au-
thority to require truncated so-
cial security numbers on Form
W-2.

Improvement in access to informa-
tion in the National Directory
of New Hires for tax adminis-
tration purposes.

Sec. 9. Password system for prevention of

identity theft tax fraud.

Sec. 10. Increased penalty for improper dis-
closure or use of information by
preparers of returns.

Increase electronic filing of returns.

Increased real-time filing.

Limitation on multiple individual
income tax refunds to the same
account.

Identity verification required under
due diligence rules.

15. Report on refund fraud.

2. SAFE HARBOR FOR DE MINIMIS ERRORS
ON INFORMATION RETURNS AND
PAYEE STATEMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (¢) of section

6721 is amended—

Sec. 3.

Sec. 4.

Sec. 5.

Sec. 6.

Sec. T.

Sec. 8.

Sec. 11.
Sec. 12.
Sec. 13.

Sec. 14.

Sec.
SEC.
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(1) by striking ‘“EXCEPTION FOR DE MINIMIS
FAILURE TO INCLUDE ALL REQUIRED INFORMA-
TION”” in the heading and inserting ‘‘EXCEP-
TIONS FOR CERTAIN DE MINIMIS FAILURES”’,

(2) by striking ‘‘IN GENERAL’’ in the head-
ing of paragraph (1) and inserting ‘‘EXCEP-
TION FOR DE MINIMIS FAILURE TO INCLUDE ALL
REQUIRED INFORMATION"’, and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(3) SAFE HARBOR FOR CERTAIN DE MINIMIS
ERRORS.—

“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If, with respect to an in-
formation return filed with the Secretary—

‘(1) there are 1 or more failures described
in subsection (a)(2)(B) relating to an incor-
rect dollar amount, and

‘“(ii) no single amount in error differs from
the correct amount by more than $25,

then no correction shall be required and, for
purposes of this section, such return shall be
treated as having been filed with all of the
correct required information.

‘“(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall
not apply to returns required under section
6049.

‘(C) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may issue regulations to prevent the
abuse of the safe harbor under this para-
graph, including regulations providing that
this subparagraph shall not apply to the ex-
tent necessary to prevent any such abuse.”’.

(b) FAILURE TO FURNISH CORRECT PAYEE
STATEMENTS.—Subsection (¢) of section 6722
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘“(3) SAFE HARBOR FOR CERTAIN DE MINIMIS
ERRORS.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If, with respect to any
payee statement—

‘(i) there are 1 or more failures described
in subsection (a)(2)(B) relating to an incor-
rect dollar amount, and

‘“(ii) no single amount in error differs from
the correct amount by more than $25,
then no correction shall be required and, for
purposes of this section, such statement
shall be treated as having been filed with all
of the correct required information.

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall
not apply to payee statements required
under section 6049.

“(C) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may issue regulations to prevent the
abuse of the safe harbor under this para-
graph, including regulations providing that
this subparagraph shall not apply to the ex-
tent necessary to prevent any such abuse.”.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Subsection (i) of section 408 is amended
by striking “‘$10”’ and inserting ‘‘$25’.

(2) Paragraph (5) of section 3406(b) is
amended—

(A) by striking ‘$10”’ both places it appears
and inserting ‘“$25’, and

(B) by adding at the end the following flush
text:

“The preceding sentence shall not apply to
payments of interest to which section 6049
applies.”.

(3) Subparagraphs (A) and (B) of section
6042(a)(1) are each amended by striking $10”’
and inserting *‘$25°°.

(4) Paragraph (2) of section 6042(a) is
amended by striking ‘“$10” and inserting
‘8257,

(5) Paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 6044(a)
are each amended by striking $10” and in-
serting <“$257°.

(6) Paragraph (1) of section 6047(d) is
amended by striking ‘$10” and inserting
©$257.

(7) Subsection (a) of section
amended by striking “$10” and
<$257.

(8) Subsection (a) of section
amended by striking “$10” and
<“$257.

6050B is
inserting

6050E is
inserting
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(9) Paragraphs (1) and (2) of section
6050N(a) are each amended by striking “‘$10’
and inserting *‘$25°°.

(10) Paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 6652(a)
are each amended by striking ¢$10” and in-
serting <“$257°.

(11) The heading of subsection (a) of sec-
tion 6652 is amended by striking “$10”° and
inserting <‘$25”°.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to informa-
tion returns required to be filed, and payee
statements required to be provided, on or
after the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 3. INTERNET PLATFORM FOR FORM 1099

FILINGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Treasury (or such Sec-
retary’s delegate) shall make available an
Internet website or other electronic media,
similar to the Business Services Online Suite
of Services provided by the Social Security
Administration, that will provide taxpayers
access to resources and guidance provided by
the Internal Revenue Service and will allow
taxpayers to—

(1) prepare and file (in batches of not more
than 50) Forms 1099,

(2) prepare Forms 1099 for distribution to
recipients other than the Internal Revenue
Service, and

(3) create and maintain necessary taxpayer
records.

(b) EARLY IMPLEMENTATION FOR FORMS
1099-MISC.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Inter-
net website under subsection (a) shall be
available in a partial form that will allow
taxpayers to take the actions described in
such subsection with respect to Forms 1099-
MISC required to be filed or distributed by
such taxpayers.

SEC. 4. REQUIREMENT THAT ELECTRONICALLY
PREPARED PAPER RETURNS IN-
CLUDE SCANNABLE CODE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (e) of section
6011 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘() SPECIAL RULE FOR RETURNS PREPARED
ELECTRONICALLY AND SUBMITTED ON PAPER.—
The Secretary shall require that any return
of tax which is prepared electronically, but
is printed and filed on paper, bear a code
which can, when scanned, convert such re-
turn to electronic format.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph
(1) of section 6011(e) is amended by striking
“paragraph (3)” and inserting ‘‘paragraphs
(3) and (5)”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to returns
of tax the due date for which (determined
without regard to extensions) is after De-
cember 31, 2014.

SEC. 5. SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT FOR IDEN-
TITY THEFT VICTIMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Treasury (or such Sec-
retary’s delegate) shall establish new proce-
dures to ensure that any taxpayer whose re-
turn has been delayed or otherwise adversely
affected due to misappropriation of the tax-
payer’s taxpayer identity (as defined in sec-
tion 6103(b)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986) has a single point of contact who—

(1) is an individual employee of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, and

(2) tracks the case of the taxpayer from
start to finish and coordinates with other
specialized units to resolve case issues as
quickly as possible.

(b) CHANGE OF CONTACT.—The procedures
under subsection (a) shall provide that the
single point of contact may be changed—

(1) upon request of the taxpayer, or
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(2) in any case where the individual em-
ployee ceases employment or is otherwise
unavailable for any period, or a change is re-
quired to meet agency staffing needs, but
only if the taxpayer is notified of any such
change within 5 business days.

SEC. 6. CRIMINAL PENALTY FOR MISAPPRO-
PRIATING TAXPAYER IDENTITY IN
CONNECTION WITH TAX FRAUD.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7206 is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘Any person’ and inserting
the following:

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Any person’’, and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(b) MISAPPROPRIATION OF IDENTITY.—Any
person who willfully misappropriates an-
other person’s taxpayer identity (as defined
in section 6103(b)(6)) for the purpose of mak-
ing any list, return, account, statement, or
other document submitted to the Secretary
under the provisions of this title shall be
guilty of a felony and, upon conviction
thereof, shall be fined not more than $250,000
($500,000 in the case of a corporation) or im-
prisoned not more than 5 years, or both, to-
gether with the costs of prosecution.”.

(b) AGGRAVATED IDENTITY THEFT.—Section
1028A(c) of title 18, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of para-
graph (10), by striking the period at the end
of paragraph (11) and inserting ‘‘; or’’, and by
adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

‘(12) section 7206(b) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 (relating to misappropria-
tion of identity in connection with tax
fraud).”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to offenses
committed on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 7. EXTEND INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
AUTHORITY TO REQUIRE TRUN-
CATED SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS
ON FORM W-2.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section
6051(a) is amended by striking ‘‘his social se-
curity number” and inserting ‘‘an identi-
fying number for the employee’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall take effect on the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 8. IMPROVEMENT IN ACCESS TO INFORMA-
TION IN THE NATIONAL DIRECTORY
OF NEW HIRES FOR TAX ADMINIS-
TRATION PURPOSES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (3) of section
453(i) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
653(1)) is amended to read as follows:

““(3) ADMINISTRATION OF FEDERAL TAX LAWS
RELATING TO FRAUD.—The Secretary of the
Treasury shall have access to the informa-
tion in the National Directory of New Hires
for the sole purpose of identifying and pre-
venting fraudulent tax return filings and
claims for refund under the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall take effect on the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 9. PASSWORD SYSTEM FOR PREVENTION OF
IDENTITY THEFT TAX FRAUD.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Treasury shall implement an identity theft
tax fraud prevention program under which
any individual taxpayer may elect to be pro-
vided with a unique password which, as a re-
sult of such election, will be required to be
included on any Federal tax return filed by
such individual before the return will be
processed. Such program shall be available
not later than January 1 of the first calendar
year beginning on or after the date that is 2
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(b) STUDY AND REPORT.—The Secretary of
the Treasury shall conduct a study of the
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program under subsection (a) and, not later
than 3 years after the January 1 date under
such subsection, shall report to the Com-
mittee on Finance of the Senate and the
Committee on Ways and Means of the House
of Representatives on the efficacy of such
program in reducing tax refund fraud. Such
report shall include a recommendation as to
whether the program under subsection (a)
should be made mandatory, rather than elec-
tive, for all taxpayers.
SEC. 10. INCREASED PENALTY FOR IMPROPER
DISCLOSURE OR USE OF INFORMA-
TION BY PREPARERS OF RETURNS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6713 is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (b) and (c)
as subsections (¢) and (d), respectively, and

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

““(b) ENHANCED PENALTY FOR IMPROPER USE
OR DISCLOSURE RELATING TO IDENTITY
THEFT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a disclo-
sure or use described in subsection (a) that is
made in connection with a crime relating to
the misappropriation of another person’s
taxpayer identity (as defined in section
6103(b)(6)), whether or not such crime in-
volves any tax filing, subsection (a) shall be
applied—

““(A) by substituting ‘$1,000° for ‘$250°, and

“(B) by substituting ‘$50,000" for ‘$10,000’.

¢“(2) SEPARATE APPLICATION OF TOTAL PEN-
ALTY LIMITATION.—The limitation on the
total amount of the penalty under sub-
section (a) shall be applied separately with
respect to disclosures or uses to which this
paragraph applies and to which it does not
apply.”’.

(b) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—Section 7216(a) is
amended by striking ¢‘$1,000” and inserting
““$1,000 ($100,000 in the case of a disclosure or
use to which section 6713(b) applies)’’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to disclo-
sures or uses after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

SEC. 11. INCREASE ELECTRONIC FILING OF RE-
TURNS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 6011(e)(2) is amended by striking ‘250’
and inserting ‘‘the applicable number of”’.

(b) APPLICABLE NUMBER.—Subsection (e) of
section 6011, as amended by this Act, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new paragraph:

‘(6) APPLICABLE NUMBER.—For purposes of
paragraph (2)(A), the applicable number is—

‘“(A) in the case of returns and statements
relating to calendar years before 2015, 250,

“(B) in the case of returns and statements
relating to calendar year 2015, 100,

‘(C) in the case of returns and statements
relating to calendar year 2016, 50, and

‘(D) in the case of returns and statements
relating to calendar years after 2016, 20.”".

(¢) RETURNS FILED BY A TAX RETURN PRE-
PARER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 6011(e)(3) is amended to read as follows:

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall re-
quire that—

‘(i) any individual income tax return, and

‘‘(ii) any return or statement under sub-
part B, C, or E of part III of this subchapter,

which is prepared by a tax return preparer be
filed on magnetic media. The Secretary may
waive the requirement of the preceding sen-
tence if the Secretary determines, on the
basis of an application by the tax return pre-
parer, that the preparer cannot meet such
requirement based on technological con-
straints (including lack of access to the
Internet).”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph
(3) of section 6011(e) is amended by striking
subparagraph (B), and by redesignating sub-
paragraph (C) as subparagraph (B).
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(d) EFFECTIVE DATES.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to returns
the due date for which (determined without
regard to extensions) is after December 31,
2014.

SEC. 12. INCREASED REAL-TIME FILING.

(a) ACCELERATED FILING OF FORMS W-2 AND
W-3.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 6071 is amended
by redesignating subsection (c) as subsection
(d), and by inserting after subsection (b) the
following new subsection:

‘‘(c) RETURNS RELATING TO EMPLOYEE WAGE
INFORMATION.—Returns and statements made
under sections 6051 and 6052 shall be filed on
or before February 15 of the year following
the calendar year to which such returns re-
late.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection
(b) of section 6071 is amended by striking
“‘subparts B and C” and inserting ‘‘section
6053 and subpart B”’.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this subsection shall apply to re-
turns and statements relating to calendar
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(b) ACCELERATED FILING FOR CERTAIN
ForMS 1099.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section
6071, as amended by subsection (a), is amend-
ed—

(A) by striking “WAGE INFORMATION’’ in
the heading and inserting ‘“WAGE INFORMA-
TION AND FORMS 1099-MISC”’, and

(B) by inserting ‘‘, and any return which is
filed on Form 1099-MISC,’” after ‘‘6052°.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection
(b) of section 6071, as amended by this Act, is
amended by striking ‘‘section 60563 and sub-
part B of part III of this subchapter’” and in-
serting ‘‘subpart B of part III of this sub-
chapter (other than returns filed on Form
1099-MISC)”.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this subsection shall apply to re-
turns relating to calendar years beginning
after December 31, 2014.

(c) STUDY REGARDING ADMINISTRATIVE IM-
PLEMENTATION.—Not later than January 1,
2017, the Secretary of the Treasury shall re-
port to the Committee on Finance of the
Senate and the Committee on Ways and
Means of the House of Representatives in-
cluding—

(1) a recommendation of whether the due
dates for filing Forms W-2 and W-3 with the
Internal Revenue Service and the Social Se-
curity Administration should be accelerated
to January 31 to match the due date for fur-
nishing copies of such forms to the recipient
of the reported income,

(2) recommendations for processes—

(A) to match the information reported on
Forms W-2 and Forms 1099-MISC for the ef-
fective processing of returns and accurate
determination of refunds, and

(B) to correct errors on such documents,
and

(3) any other recommendations such Sec-
retary may have for accelerating informa-
tion reporting, including the identification
of any other forms that should be due on an
accelerated schedule in order to prevent tax
refund fraud.

SEC. 13. LIMITATION ON MULTIPLE INDIVIDUAL
INCOME TAX REFUNDS TO THE
SAME ACCOUNT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Treasury shall issue regula-
tions that restrict the delivery or deposit of
multiple individual income tax refunds from
the same tax year to the same individual ac-
count or mailing address.

(b) EXCEPTION.—The regulation promul-
gated under subsection (a) shall provide that
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the restrictions shall not apply in cases and
situations where the Secretary of the Treas-
ury determines there is not a likelihood of
tax fraud.
SEC. 14. IDENTITY VERIFICATION REQUIRED

UNDER DUE DILIGENCE RULES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (g) of section
6695 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new sentence: ‘““‘Such due diligence re-
quirements shall include a requirement that
such preparer verify (in such manner and
with such documentation as the Secretary
shall provide) the identity of the taxpayer
with respect to such return or claim for re-
fund.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to returns
or claims for refund filed after December 31,
2014.

SEC. 15. REPORT ON REFUND FRAUD.

Not later than 1 year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, and annually there-
after, the Secretary of the Treasury (or the
Secretary’s delegate) shall report to the
Committee on Finance of the Senate and the
Committee on Ways and Means of the House
of Representatives on the extent and nature
of fraud involving the use of a misappro-
priated taxpayer identity with respect to
claims for refund under the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 during the preceding completed
income tax filing season, and the detection,
prevention, and enforcement activities un-
dertaken by the Internal Revenue Service
with respect to such fraud, including—

(1) the development of fraud detection fil-
ters and how they are or may be updated and
improved;

(2) the effectiveness of fraud detection ac-
tivities, and the ways in which such effec-
tiveness is measured; and

(3) the methods by which such Service cat-
egorizes of refund fraud, and the amounts of
fraud that are associated with each category.

By Ms. HEITKAMP:

S. 2740. A bill to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to establish
a voluntary national directory of vet-
erans to support outreach to veterans,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

Ms. HEITKAMP. Mr. President,
today I am introducing legislation to
help new veterans get information
about the programs, benefits and serv-
ices available to them as they transi-
tion back to civilian life. The Connect
with Veterans Act will make it easier
for cities, counties and tribes, as well
as the State Departments of Veterans
Affairs, to interact directly with new
veterans.

Since I joined the Senate in January
2013, I have traveled all across North
Dakota, listening to our veterans. One
thing I heard, time and time again, was
the need for more information about
programs and services. Recently, I
hosted my first Native American Vet-
erans Summit in Bismarck, ND. One of
the things which struck me at the
Summit was how the Department of
Veterans Affairs and other agencies
simply weren’t connecting with the
veterans who wanted information
about health care options and other
benefits. It is clear that we, as a soci-
ety, must do better.

In June 2013, I was proud to form the
Senate Defense Communities Caucus
along with my co-chair, Senator JOHN-
NY ISAKSON. We found that people and
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communities all across the nation are
passionate about helping our military
perform its mission. Through my work
with the Caucus, I found these commu-
nities are equally passionate about
helping our veterans as well. I heard,
through a close partnership with the
Association of Defense Communities,
that folks wanted to do more, at the
local level, to help veterans.

From those ideas, the Connect with
Veterans Act was created. It is a sim-
ple bill, and one that is entirely vol-
untary. Separating servicemembers
can choose to share their contact infor-
mation with the communities they are
moving to after their military service.
Interested cities, counties and tribes
can request the contact information
for the new veterans moving to their
area and then provide them with infor-
mation about services and benefits.
Throughout this process, the veterans
contact information will be kept se-
cure.

It is critical that we provide veterans
with access to the benefits and services
they have earned once they leave the
military and—knowing what services
and benefits are available to them is
the first step. This bill will expand the
sources of information available to vet-
erans. It is not just the VA that has
the responsibility to help veterans. We
all share that responsibility.

I have heard from North Dakotans, in
particular, about how this bill would be
incredibly beneficial as many commu-
nities in my state have unmet employ-
ment needs. Veterans have proven to
be great employees. And, with good-
paying jobs in North Dakota, this pro-
gram can provide a way to bring vet-
erans into these open positions. But
this bill gives local control of what in-
formation is provided to veterans.
Communities throughout the nation
will be able to make this program fit
their needs.

Our Nation must do a better job of
taking care of our veterans. A great
first step is figuring out how best to
welcome new veterans into our commu-
nities. I know my bill will help that
critical process.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr.
FLAKE, Mr. COATS, Mr. ISAKSON,

Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. CHAM-
BLISS, Mr. BARRASSO, and Mr.
COCHRAN):

S. 2743. A bill making supplemental
appropriations for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2014, for border secu-
rity, law enforcement, humanitarian
assistance, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Appropriations.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2743

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the following sums
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